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had to stop teaching; some of the best text-books were with-
drawn from circulation. While the expulsion of teachers affected
the universities enormously, the prohibition of some books was
most serious for the secondary schools; the elementary schools
suffered least, because the books had already been 'purged'
through the imposition of the libro unico, and because not many
Jews had become elementary teachers.
Practically every region of study and research lost some of its
best scholars and men of science. The Faculties which suffered
most were those of Science, Medicine, and Law. Italian science
took pride in the very high standard of mathematical studies.
The University of Rome had already lost the collaboration of
Vito Volterra, who refused to take the oath of allegiance to the
regime; it was now deprived of the irreplaceable teaching of
Tullio Levi-Civita, one of the greatest living analysts and
theorists of mathematical mechanics; Federigo Enriques, who
had among other merits that of having kept alive interest in the
philosophical problems connected with mathematics and that of
having spread interest in the history of science, was another
irreparable loss for the same university. Giacomo Fubini, Beppo
Levi, and Giulio Fano were among other mathematicians who had
to abandon their university chairs. Physics had experienced a
notable revival under the leadership of Enrico Fermi; his school
in Rome had already produced a number of young physicists
trained in the most difficult modern theories and experiments.
Most prominent among them were Franco Rasetti, of the
University of Rome, and Bruno Rossi who had just set up in
Padua one of the best physical institutes in Italy, specially fitted
for the study of cosmic rays. Both Rasetti and Rossi, as well as
a number of Uberi docenti and assistants coming from Fermi's
school, were Jews. Fermi himself felt that it was impossible for
him to carry on his work in the atmosphere of persecution and
without the help of his friends and collaborators. Just at that
time h,e was being awarded the Nobel Prize in Oslo; he never
returned to Italy, and is now carrying on his researches in the
United States.
The medical Faculties lost, among others, the anatomist
Giuseppe Levi, the specialist in internal medicine Mario Donati,
the physiologist Carlo Foa. A large number of professional
doctors, specialists of all kinds, lectured as private teachers, or
worked in the hospitals annexed to the universities; the num-
ber of medical teachers, already too small, was severely reduced
through the expulsion of the Jews. The Faculties of Law and
Economics had their efficiency badly reduced; the economists
Giorgjo Mortara, Marco Fanno, Gustavo Del Vecchio, the jurist